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ACM WebSci’24 Round-Up

ACM WebSci’24 is now complete with Steffen Staab and his team in Stuttgart having
delivered a great event, laced with interesting talks, engaging panels, a standalone
Brave Conversations event and a new WST Test of Time winner. Congratulations to

all the winners of awards this year

WebSci’24 Conference Site

A First Look at ACM WebSci’25

We are pleased to announce that ACM WebSci’25 will be hosted by Rutgers
University in New Jersey, USA led by Matt Weber and Katya Ognyanova at the

School of Communication & Information. Look out for a new WebSci’25 website.

Save the date: May 20th-23rd, 2025

Network & Partner News

Our new alliance comprising WST, the People-Centered Internet, the Digital
Enlightenment Forum, and The Digital Humanism Initiative held its first official event
in London as part of the celebrations of the 50th Anniversary of the Internet which

included a host of guest speakers, panel members and leading lights in Internet and
Web technologies.

The public event, co-organised by the Royal Society and the Association for
Computing Machinery (ACM), saw over 300 people join in person and via livestream
to hear from Internet pioneer Vint Cerf, as well as participate in panel discussions led

by the experts and covering topics including “The Internet and Society” and “The
Internet as a Facilitator of Opportunity”.   

This new alliance will work to strengthen relations in areas of common interest,
regularly exchange views on their respective activities, and prepare and implement
common strategies and programmes for the priorities and areas of shared interest.

 We will keep you updated on activities and events from the alliance.
 

Watch Recording

Interview with new WST Executive
Director Noshir Contractor

We spoke to Noshir Contractor, who has recently been appointed Executive Director
of the Web Science Trust, about his plans for the future of WST and the WSTNet.

Read the full article here

News Round Up

We select stories around the interface between society and technology that touch on
Web Science, AI and Digital Futures. The general public and the popular press may
have a different perspective on technology issues from the research community and

so we gather these stories for our WSTNet members and trustees to read and
comment.

Recent News Stories

Publications of Interest

The Coming Wave
In The Coming Wave, Suleyman shows
how forces driven by AI will create
immense prosperity but also threaten the
nation-state, the foundation of global
order. As our fragile governments
sleepwalk into disaster, we face an
existential dilemma: unprecedented
harms on one side and the threat of
overbearing surveillance on the other.

Can we forge a narrow path between
catastrophe and dystopia?

AI Needs You
AI will permeate our lives in
unforeseeable ways, but it is clear that
the shape of AI’s future—and of our own
—cannot be left only to those building it.

Verity Harding draws lessons from the
histories of twentieth-century tech
revolutions to empower us to join the
conversation about AI and its possible
futures. History points the way to an
achievable future in which
democratically determined values guide
AI to be peaceful in its intent; to embrace
limitations; to serve purpose, not profit;
and to be firmly rooted in societal trust.

As If Human
Intelligent machines present us every
day with urgent ethical challenges. Is the
facial recognition software used by an
agency fair? When algorithms determine
questions of justice, finance, health and
defense, are the decisions proportionate,
equitable, transparent and accountable?
How do we harness this extraordinary
technology to empower rather than
oppress?
 
Despite increasingly sophisticated
programming, artificial intelligences
share none of our essential human
characteristics—sentience, physical
sensation, emotional responsiveness,
versatile general intelligence. However,
Nigel Shadbolt and Roger Hampson
argue, if we assess AI decisions,
products, and calls for action as if they
came from a human being, we can avert
a disastrous and amoral future. The
authors go beyond the headlines about
rampant robots to apply established
moral principles in shaping our AI future.
Their new framework constitutes a how-
to for building a more ethical machine
intelligence.

Dictionary of
Privacy,  Data
Protection &
Information
Security
(OPEN ACCESS)
With increasing concern about the
potential threats to privacy, many
experts are addressing these often
thorny issues across disciplines
including anthropology, artificial
intelligence and machine learning,
computer science, cybersecurity,
economics, ethics, ethnography, history,
law, management, medicine and medical
science, philosophy, psychology,
sociology, statistics, technology design
and many others.

With more than 1000 terms meticulously
set out, described and cross-referenced,
the Dictionary of Privacy explains, in
simple and straightforward language,
complex technical terms, legal concepts,
privacy management techniques and
conceptual matters, alongside the
‘common sense’ vocabulary that informs
public debate. 

Browse more Books/Papers

Recent/Upcoming Events

The ACM Web Science Conference 2025 will run between May 20th-23rd 2025.

ACM WebSci’25 will be hosted by Rutgers University, New Jersey, USA.
Keep an eye out for updates/notifications on Facebook and use the Twitter (X)

hashtags #websci25 #websciconf and #webscience.

Brave Conversations 2025

Rumour has it that our next Conversation will be held in India
in association with the Web Science Trust and Intersticia. We will update you in our

next newsletter with dates, locations and specific themes.

Brave Conversations - since our first event held in Canberra, Australia in 2017, the
world has changed, but the conversations remain the same:

How can we help humans become smarter in a world stuffed full of smart machines?

Find out more

Finally
Thank you as always for subscribing to the WST Newsletter. We look forward to

seeing you in the next edition. If you have any events, courses and news that you
would like to share across the WST network please do get in touch via email using:

info@webscience.org.

Subscribe to our Facebook page and follow us on Twitter (X). Visit our WST
homepage for more news and updates on upcoming events.

Best wishes,
Web Science Trust Team
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